GE THEME COURSES

Overview

Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the
Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to
each specific theme.

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses seeing
approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme. Courses seeking
approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form for the
chosen practice. It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support
staff person as you develop and submit your course.

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be
able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names
of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.

Course subject & number

General Expectations of All Themes

GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and
in-depth level than the foundations.

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme.
In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge
findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words)

The Environment in Literatures, Cultures, and Media

The environment is often a perceptual blur, lurking at the edge of our consciousness
and hidden by our everyday transcendence of mortality and the non-human.
Environmental writing works to help us bring that blur into focus so that we can pay
attention to the life around us and understand its importance and how it shapes and
affects us. American literature engages in a long tradition of environmental writing—
as a means of exploring identity and perception, activating social justice, or
imagining new biological and human possibilities. This class will walk you through
that American tradition and help you to add to it with your own environmental
writing.




Course subject & number

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-

700 words)

Relevant course goals:

1. Understand the basic history and theories that have informed how Americans have understood
“nature” and the environment.

2. Analyze a variety of great environmental writings and understand their theoretical assumptions and
methodological and aesthetic approaches.

3. Explore these ideas and practice these techniques in your own writing, including an observational
essay, a research paper, and an imaginative play or film.

4. Present and communicate your work.

Final research paper: "you will play the part of an investigative journalist or scholar. You will need to
identify, investigate, and explain an environmental issue. You will first find a question and/or a problem
that matters to you. You will then research your issue so that you understand fully what's going on. This
research should include secondary sources—i.e., books and articles that let you see what other people
have said about your topic—and, if applicable, primary sources—i.e., your own original investigations
such as archival work, interviews, close readings, etc. You will write an informed argument explaining
and supporting your findings, and then you will present your work to the class in an 8 (or so) minute
presentation."

See syllabus for further details on readings and writing assignments

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme.
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will

be met. (50-700 words)

Relevant course goals:

1. Understand the basic history and theories that have informed how Americans have
understood “nature” and the environment.

2. Analyze a variety of great environmental writings and understand their theoretical
assumptions and methodological and aesthetic approaches.

3. Explore these ideas and practice these techniques in your own writing, including
an observational essay, a research paper, and an imaginative play or film.

4. Present and communicate your work.

The assignments detailed in the syllabus--daily writing assignments, observation
assignments, research paper and presentation, and creative group project and
presentation--provide venues for identification, description, and synthesis.




Course subject & number

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme.
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will

be met. (50-700 words)

Relevant course goals:

1. Understand the basic history and theories that have informed how Americans have understood
“nature” and the environment.

2. Analyze a variety of great environmental writings and understand their theoretical assumptions and
methodological and aesthetic approaches.

3. Explore these ideas and practice these techniques in your own writing, including an observational
essay, a research paper, and an imaginative play or film.

4. Present and communicate your work.

The assignments detailed in the syllabus--daily writing assignments, observation assignments, research
paper and presentation, and creative group project and presentation--provide venues for identification,
description, and synthesis.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.

(50-700 words)

Relevant course goals:

3. Explore the ideas and practice the techniques [encountered in readings and lecture] in your own writing, including an
observational essay, a research paper, and an imaginative play or film.
4. Presentand communicate your work.

The following assignments are particularly designed to promote reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, asking students
to build upon prior experiences tor respond to new and challenging contexts:

Observations. A vital component of environmental writing is keen observation. You will get a chance to practice this skill. Go out
into “nature,” however you define it, and use your sense and all your senses to observe what's going on. Write an essay that
reflects (and perhaps reflects philosophically upon) what you experienced.

Creative Group Project and Presentation. Paying attention to the environment can also lead to imagining new possible worlds
and societies. This assignment will allow you to exercise that imagination. In a small group, you will create a fictional (perhaps
science-fictional or fantasy) performance piece with some relation to the environment. You can do a short film or play or
something else dramatically performative. You will then present this piece to the class and explain what you did and why.

For further details, see syllabus.




Course subject & number

Specific Expectations of Courses in Citizenship

GOAL 1: Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local,
national, or global citizenship, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that
constitute citizenship.

ELO 1.1 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it
differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities. Please link this
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.

(50-700 words)

Students will read, discuss, and write about a range of texts that interrogate the

relationship between human communities and the natural world, with a particular
focus on local, national, and global environmental citizenship and the rights and
responsibilities that confers.

See syllabus for readings and written assignments.

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills and dispositions required for
intercultural competence as a global citizen. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Discuss and write reflections on course readings and research individual writing
projects, with a particular focus on the application of concepts of environmental
citizenship to their own lifelong practices.

See syllabus for readings and written assignments.




Course subject & number

GOAL 2: Successful students will examine notions of justice amidst difference and analyze
and critique how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of
citizenship and membership within societies, both within the US and/or around the world.

ELO 2.1 Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity,
inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words)

Students will read, discuss, and reflect upon in writing a variety of texts that explore a
multiplicity of experiences with “nature,” as they are mediated through race, gender,
class, and colonial status.

See syllabus for readings and written assignments.

2.2 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and how
these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power and/or advocacy for social change. Please
link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met.

(50-700 words)

Students will read, discuss, and reflect upon in writing a variety of texts that examine
the environmental justice movement and environmental racism/classism/sexism on
the local, national, and global levels, with an eye to how structures of power impact
social efficacy in relation to the environment.

See syllabus for readings and written assignments.
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